Filtering a Recordset to
Create a Detail Page (Add a SQL
WHERE Clause)

In the last exercise, you created a link that passes a variable to a second page - a details page.
Now, let's create that details page. It will need to be able to accept that ID variable and use it in
a database query to ask the database for information about the appropriate record. Prior to this
exercise, each database query simply requested all records from a table. We will now be
filtering the database queries.

Simple Recordset with Filter

The simple Recordset window has the capability to pull variables from URLs, FORM variables
(using the POST method), Cookies, Session variables and more. This is called a filter. Instead of
pulling all movie or actor information, it will only pull records which match that one particular
id number.

To create a filter, use the “Filter” section of the Recordset dialog box. Select the variable that is
being passed from the first page (often a unique id). In this case, the variable will be passed
through the URL; therefore it is a URL Parameter.

Read in plain English, this means “Give me all of the fields from the database where the
actor_id in the database matches the actor_id that is visible in the URL.”

Mame: getOMEactor Ok

Data source: | movielist Cancel

User name: Test

Password: Advanced...

Table: |actors CFC Query...

Columns: @ Al O Selected: Help

Filter: ’actor_id

[URL Parameter

Sort: [None
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View Query in Advanced Recordset

If you are familiar with the database language SQL, you might prefer the Advanced Recordset
window. Init, a customized SQL statement may be written or edited. And, we can see the SQL
statement that Dreamweaver has written.

Be careful when editing the SQL statement! If you make an error in editing, it might not let you
back to the Simple window.

AL -ionEacto oK

Cancel

Data source: [movieList

User name: Test
Password: Simple. ..

SOL: SELECT = CFC Query...
FROM actors
WHERE actor id = #URL.actor id# Help

4

Page parameters: 1';'
URL.actor_id Mame: URL.actor_id

Type: cf_sqgl_numeric
Default: 1

Database items: Tahles
A Vviews
$ Stored Procedures

You can set a default value for a variable if desired, as shown below. Click “Edit...” to modify
the Page Parameters section.
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Edit Parameter

Mame: | URL.actor_id

Type: [::F_sql_numeric

Default value: |'1

Test the Query

Be sure to test your query. Because this query will normally require that actor_id is passed as a
URL Parameter, Dreamweaver will ask you to enter one:

Pleaze Provide a Test Value

Please provide a test value for URL Parameter: actor_id

Test value: E

The resulting data is displayed in a dialog box such as the following;:

Record firstname lastname

1 Jimmy Stewart 1908-05-20 00:0...

<

Previous 25 MNext 25
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The recordset is complete, but you will have to build the display portion of the page - like we
did earlier. This means typing any text, adding tables, lists - any HTML element you want to

format the page. And, importantly, drag the variables from the Bindings Tab.

In the actor details page, we have also added a second recordset which lists all of the movies
this actor has been in. Note: This is possible without a second recordset by using a SQL join, but that is

more SQL that I want to cover at this point!

DV g v A~ | DEsiGMER compAcT v | [B

File Edit WView Insert Modify Format Commands Site  Window Help

“Common | Layout | Forms | GFML | CFForm | Data | Spry | InContext Editing | Text | Favorites | YU | Web Wiggets | |
- P Ty 123 = L T
LB RR 4 RE S BG S & %k F
— 1
actordetails.cfm* *
twoColFixLtHdr.css  FullDesignGeorgiaRed.css
Live Vi «s JliveGade: Title: | Untited Document ) S
‘ﬂ Ve |ew|v LT e +. — Document type:ColdFusion (5]
. -
Movie Database n
___________________________________ e Source |Binding |
: e =] E»‘_'_E Recordset (getOMEAC. ..
1 FirstName: {getONEactor firstname} 47 firstname
Home Vo E - 47 lastname
— ++ LastMName: {getONEactor lastname} - status
All Movies v ;
= i1 Date of Birth: {getONEactor.dob} ~4 dob
All Actors ) ~4% actor_jd
Admin (Password protected iec thi in: & _Recordset (getmovies)
Admin ( P! ) Pl Movies this actor has stared in: 3 CFParam
t {getmovies.name} il
« | m | 3
Econtainer> <divEmainContent> <p> [ | C, [100% «|535x 247+ 10K/ 2sec Unicode (UTF-8)
PROPERTIES = I
n 2
i i= iz &=
SrmEk Class  twoColFixlthdr  ~ oA == Bind ta: Insert
i css ID Mone - Link D Mme

And, here is the result in the browser:

.3, Untitled Document - Mogzilla Firefox

Eile Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help

is - c Q A |http:f,‘locaIhost:SSUUfmovies—cﬁ.‘complets joirg '| '| Google
Movie Database

First Name: Jimmy

M Last Mame: Stewart

All Movies Date of Birth: May 20, 1908
All Actors

Admin (Password protected)

Movies this actor has starred in:

+ |t's a3 Wonderful Life
+ Rear Window
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Formatting the Date

Most programming languages have built-in functions which allow for common formats for
dates, numbers, currency, and more. Dreamweaver has support for many of these formats. To
access these, click on the text on the screen and open the Dynamic Text pane

= @ Recordset (getOMEactor)
e T firetname
lastname
status

2k  CFParam

Faormat: | DatesTime - Januam 17, 2000

Code: #LSDateFaormatgetOME actor. dob, tb4kd

Page 82 Creating Data-Driven Websites with Dreamweaver ScottAntall.com



ScottAntall.com Creating Data-Driven Websites with Dreamweaver  Page 83



Exercise 8: Create a Detail Page
15 to 20 minutes

This exercise completes the two-part section began in Exercise 7. The links that you added to
the allmovies page will point to the page you create in this section.

When you are finished, your page may look something like this:
W%, Movie Details - Mozilla Firefo:
Eile Edit View History Bookmarks |Tools | Help

v c ﬁ' ':‘,_, http://localhost/movies-asp/completed_site/movic 7.7 - ' Google

Movie Database

Movie Name:Airplane!
Home Movie ID- 1
All Movies

All Actors
Admin (Password protected)

Genre:comedy
Release Year: 1980
Summary:-An airplane crew takes ill. Surely the only person cag

an ex-pilot afraid to fly. But don't call him Shirley.

Copyright © 2009 Movie Database

1. Create a new page using your page-design. Save the page as moviedetails (.cfm, .asp, or
.php based on your server-side technology)

2. Build the basic structure of the page including headings for all the fields that you will be
displaying (Movie ID, Movie Name, Review and Genre, for example).

3. Add a Recordset that filters on the movie_id that was passed to this page as a URL
Parameter.

4. Drag all desired fields from the Bindings Panel.
5. Save and test your page.

Important note: This page cannot work on its own. In order to accurately test it, you must
begin with the allmovies page and click on one of the links.
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Challenge

e Set a default value for the URL Parameter. When happens if no value for Movie_ID is
passed?

e What happens if an incorrect type of value is passed through (like a word: movie_id=Hello)

For a possible solution to this exercise you may open the “done_versions” folder and open moviedetails-
ex08-done.
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